
Introduced by Council Members Crescimbeni and Love and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Hazouri, Morgan, Wilson, Anderson, Becton, Newby, Schellenberg, Dennis, White, Freeman, Brosche, Boyer, Pittman and R. Gaffney:
ORDINANCE 2018-681
AN ORDINANCE reNAMING THE MURRAY hill Branch library located at 918 Edgewood Avenue South, Jacksonville, Florida 32205, as the “Bill Brinton Murray Hill Branch Library”; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, William “Bill” Brinton, a native of Kansas City, Missouri, moved with his family to Jacksonville in 1959 when his father was appointed Director of the Jacksonville Public Libraries, graduated from Robert E. Lee High School, earned his bachelor’s degree at the University of Virginia, and earned his law degree at the University of Florida; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Brinton returned to Jacksonville and joined the law firm of Freeman, Richardson, Watson, Slade, McCarthy & Kelly, P.A., then was a partner in Allen, Brinton, Simmons, & McCarthy, P.A. for 13 years before joining Rogers Towers, P.A. in 2001, where he practiced law until his death, and was particularly known nationally for his expertise in the areas of complex First Amendment litigation involving sign regulation and preservation of scenic landscapes; and


WHEREAS, Bill Brinton was the preeminent expert in Jacksonville on the subject of City Charter amendments via citizen petition and referendum, having spearheaded three successful efforts to amend the Charter via referendum to limit and gradually reduce the number of off-site billboards, to impose two-term limits on the re-election of City Council members, and to require preservation of and/or mitigation for the removal of protected trees during the development process; and


WHEREAS, in addition to his leadership of the successful petition/referendum campaigns, including spearheading the petition drive to put the independent library district question on the 2014 ballot, Mr. Brinton was an active and effective member of civic organizations and causes too numerous to mention, including Leadership Jacksonville (board member and President), Jacksonville Community Council, Inc. (board member and President), Jacksonville Bar Association (Board of Governors and President), The Community Foundation of Northeast Florida (trustee and board chair), City Beautiful Jax (formerly Jaxpride – board member), Jacksonville Landscape Commission (commissioner and Chairman), Scenic America (board member), Scenic Florida (board member and counsel), Scenic Jacksonville (Founder, board member and counsel), Tree Hill Nature Center (board member and President), a member of the City’s Charter Revision Commission, the Founder of three different Friends of the Library organizations for the Murray Hill, Brentwood and Dallas Graham branches; and


WHEREAS, for his outstanding service to these organizations and the community at large, Bill Brinton received numerous recognitions and awards, including Lawyer of the Year in 1995 from the Financial News and Daily Record; the International Municipal Lawyers Association’s Amicus Service Award (twice, in 2015 and 2017); the Milestone Award for Citizen Advocacy from Jacksonville Community Council, Inc.; the Prize for Civic Engagement from the Community Foundation for Northeast Florida; the Mimi and Lee Adams Environmental Award; the Keep Jacksonville Beautiful ─ Jake Godbold Award; the 2014 Mayor's Environmental Award; Scenic America's Distinguished Advocacy Award for Scenic Beauty and Law; the 2017 Charles E. Bennett Champion of the Environment Award; and the Cynthia Pratt McLaughlin Medal for environmental protection from The Garden Club of America, among others; and


WHEREAS, the Council desires to recognize the outstanding achievements of Bill Brinton and to memorialize his contributions to the City and finds it fitting as a tribute to this great man to rename the Murray Hill Branch Library in his honor; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Murray Hill Library Renamed. The Murray Hill Branch Library, located at 918 Edgewood Avenue South, Jacksonville, Florida 32205, shall hereinafter be known as “Bill Brinton Murray Hill Branch Library.”

Section 2.

Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation prepared by:
Margaret M. Sidman 
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